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“ One of the things which we most want, is a serious and solemn retrospect; strict examination, without 
« favour, into past conduct. In any ministry, the composition of which would prevent this, or that would 


- 


‘ 


. 


check it, though but in the smallest degree, the people would have no confidence. The nation, in he midst 
of this terrible contest, and breaking down under its burdens, was, only in the last year, loaded with a 
fresh mortgage of about 800,000l. for grants of money and pensions. 


Is thisto goon? Is this to pass 


“ so? Jf it bey Oro Rossis just the same to us as any one of the Opposition, or all of them put together. 


‘ 


- 


Lut us hope, therefore, that there wi.l be no compromises; po Concessions in order-to obtain votes and 
secure majorities : let us hope, that those, who are against the Pitt system of government, will adhere 


“* steadily to their piinciples, though they should be left in a minority, as to numbers however small. If 


‘ 


‘ 


© 


January, 1806, p. 95. 


they do this, they will increase like the grain of mustard see+; but, if they adopta contrary course, they 
will continue to dwiadle in characier and in influence. till die poisonous weeds will once more over-run 
“them, usurp thesoil, and render it habitable for nothing but yeamin.” 


Poritica, Reoistsr, 18th 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS, 

“« Tre BupGer.” Amongst the many 
things, as to which I have, in common.with 
other men, experienced great disappoint- 
ment, is the continuance of the use of this 
despicable term, when speaking of the an- 
nual statement of the nation’s financial. af- 
fairs. To be sure no term better suited to a 
system of peddling and jobbing could have 
been devised ; but, we were in hopes, that 
the thing as-well as the name would have 
been gotten rid of ; instead of which, how- 
ever, we find, that the whole is to remain; 
and, if we may judge-from the specimen 
just given us, the evils of the system are to 
be augmented, rather than diminished. 
The Budget (since we must continue t? use 
the hateful word) was opened by the new 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord Henry 
Petty, on Friday the 28th ultimo, To go 
over the whole.of the detail of this exhibi- 
ion of confused ideas is. not my intention. 
lo catch hold of some of the prominent - 
licts will be sufficient for every present pur-" 
pose; and, as to an-exposure ef the erro- 
heous priveiples upon which the Chancellor 
proceeded, there will be timéenough here- 
alier for that. The Supply, wantedsfor the 
year 1806, was stated at.43,618,472]. But, 
who Would not imagine, particularly when ' 
coming from a person, who professed to 
Wish for the moral nudity of the Roman . 
ne Who would net ‘imagine, that, from 
““e mouth of such a-person, the pubilic 
Would have learnt, that the word Supply was 
ot meant to includethe whole of the expenses: 











‘4 the year? The fact is, however, that, 
‘ ¢ sum pl pars ve ee ogee be added: 
WW;0001, and rather moré,. being’the im-' 
Cnd’ae this one year only; upon the ria?" 
) “debt; and aboul two millions for: 
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ther more than two millions. 
H the great.and finalvg ‘ 





Civil List, &c. and, that, of course, the 
whole of fhe Supply necessary for this year 
is nearly 74millions sterling; though, ob- 
serve, there carmot now be the least notion 
of any connection with powers abroad ; 
there can be no. notion of foreign expedi- 
tions; no notion of undertaking any thing 
more than what is-absolutely necessary to 
our mere domestic defence: in this state it 
is, observe, that our affairs demand an ex- 
penditure 6f 74 millions a year!——~The 
accounts of last year, though a positive act 
of parliamént require them to be produced 
previous to-the 25th of March, haye not 
yet beer produced ;.or, at least, not printed ; 
so that, we cannot precisely state how much 
the taxes of last year yielded; but, if we 
are to judge from the amount of the loan 
néw made, and ot the estimated new taxes 
now imposed, the whole income of las: year 


_ amounted to about 48 millions ; whence the 


reader will observe, of course, that, sup- 
posing the income, from the taxes already 
existing, to be as great this yearas it was 
Jast year, there remained 20 millions to be 
provided. ‘Towards this sam, however, one 
million bas been drawn from the amount of 
the prizes taken from the Spaniards ‘ defore 
“ the war; and Lord Henry Pet‘y must 
have felt peculiar datisfaction ‘in being the 
agent to appropriate this sum in aid of the 
national income ; becayse we must all recol- 
lect, how he and his present colleagues in 
office spoke of theact of making those pri- 
zes! ‘he next resource has been the-cus-.. 
toms and EXCISE, where, in the shape ot: 
additional dtie?,’ there’is to beimposed, ra- 
Next comes 
ct of taxation, for-: 


‘the "Property Taz, and “which, every one 


oO | 


a 
- - 


aoe Fe 


a 
ae rai - + 
ig Pee te A BE, «2 





ae = 





ny. 
if 


——— * 
a 
ee 


- Fe 


5%, 


5s 
— es 


ap 


waar- 
~~ 


es fe — 


- — x 
ast 
ean 
<r oat 


== = 
} EA ee 


— 
~~ = 


« = oy = 
> AS 


me on 


rr ee 
— 


oa * 


an 
ei ere 
Sp 


— - 
a | 


Laan le 
Xs > 2 
~ 
s 


esa 


a 


a 


A 
































































A83] 
feels tobe what Mr. Fox formerly described 
it, atax which leaves no man any thing, in 
this world, that he can call his own. This 
fax is to be augmented to 10 per centum ; 
atid, by that means, is estimated to produce 
§ millions more than it did last year. Last 


comes the loan, which, for Great Britain | 


(there being a loan of 2 millions for Ireland) 
is 18 millions. Let us recapitulate : 
INCOME FOR 1800. 
Total of the income of the 
nation, from taxes, last 


year - - + £.48,000,000 
Drawn from amount of pri- 

zes ‘‘made before the war” 1,000,000 
Additional Excise and Cas- 

tom duties < - - - 2,000,000 
Additional Income Tax - 5,000,000 
Loan - - - - 18,000,000 





Total income for 1806 ¥f000,000 





EXPENDITURE FOR 1800. 
Navy, Army, Ordnance, 
Grants to Naval Officers, 
tothe East India Company, 


&e. &c. - = £A44,000,000 
Civil List, Bounties, &c. &c. 2,000,000 
Interest and charges on ac- 

count of the national debt. .- 28,000,000 





Total expenditure for 1806 74,000,000 





Tt was before observed, that we have not 
yet the accounts of last year; it will also be 
observed, that this statement is upon esti- 
nate; and, that I have put the whole in 
round numbers for the sake of clearness, 
The view, however, is quite enough in de- 
tail for any purpose that I or the reader can 
have; and that it is substantially correct, I 
am by no means afraid to assert ——Of the 
doctrines and opinions held forth, upon this 
eccasion, by Lord H. Petty and Mr. Fox 
we shall, perhaps, find an opportunity of 
#peaking by-and-by, when we come to re- 
mark upon the debate which took place at 
the time of making the report upon the 
Budget; but here we will confine ourselves 
to two or three detached observations, grow- 
ing naturelly out of this statement of the 
financial affairs of the country——And, 
first, as to the new taxes, their amount is, 
as we have seen, about 7 millions, to be 
Collected, observe, « year; for, we 
shall soo hi . 

taxes and : 
into which the vew Chancellor and “his no- 


ble principal have fallen, probably for the. 


want of knowing better. That the nation 
should be able to raise 7 iilliens of taxes 


n see, that the, istwiction of war-. 
permanent taxes is a sheer fallacy, 
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in the. year, in addition to what it a] dy 
raises, seems, at first sight, quite iuctedible, 
Indeed, 7 millions will not be raised. Per. 
haps not more than 4 millions; and, it wi! 
be surprising indeed, if, in the néxt Budget 
(if there should ever be another) we should 
not find on the side of the Supply, 2 or 3 
millions on account of deficiency in ways 
‘© and means,” just as there is this year, 
Something, however, will be raised in con. 
sequence of this addition to the taxes; but, 
whatever the amount of it may be, we must 
remember, that it will be more of noming! 
than of real value ; for, one inevitable con- 
sequence of the addition will be, an addi. 
tion to the circulating mediwm, that is ta 
say, to the paper money: that money will, 
be further depreciated of course; and, 
therefore, the addition to the real value af 
the taxes raised, in consequence of the new 
imposition, will not be nearly so great as 
the nominal value. Thus, the wonder, so 
frequently expressed, that the nation is able 
to bear these additional burdens, ceases to 
be so great as it otherwise would be. But, 
though, upon the whole, the burden is not 
so much augmented as people in general 
seem to imagine, every addition to the taxes 
produces an addition to the evils we endure; 
for,.they operate as a great disturber of 
prices; they come suddenly to cause.a dix 
proportion between the price of labour and 
that of the necessaries of life; they impair 
the spirit of all contracts for termof years ; 
and, if it-was just (as 1 allow it was) for 
the Lord Chancellor to award, the other 
day, a certain sum toa plaintiff who had 
been kept from his money by a defendant ; 
if it was just, in such a case for the Lord 
Chancellor to award a certain sum on ac- 
count of the depreciation’ of money, where 
is the justice of compelling land- owners to 
put up with the receipt of the mere nominal 
amount of the rents for which they Jet their 
farms fifteen or cighteen years ago? Why 
should not such persons have a legal as well 
as an equitable claim to a restoration of the 
spirit of the Jeases which they have granted’ 
The other evil of these additions to the taxcé 
is, that, in whatever degree they produce 4 
real addition to the revenue, they produce a 
real hardship upon the people, We are 
told, that the taxes faél back again into the 
hands of the various classes of the commu- 
nity; and this is very true; but, they do 
not, according to the figure that has been 
used, fall back again “ in dews to refresh 
and to fettilize the. fields whence they 

‘ haye been drawn ;” they fall, back '» 


A snarsimapaeel yg iin ome nae 
B up from the whole of the people; o 
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more properly speaking, from the whole of | 


the labour of the people ; but, they descend, 
first, into the hands of a few; in their next 
stage into the hands of a greater number ; 
and, before they reach the hand of labour, 
they must, im some way of other, be again 
earned, and that, too, from those, who, 
generally speaking, have never laboured to 
obtain them. And, hence it is, that we 
invarialJy find the poverty and the misery of 
the labourer increase in‘an exact proportion 
to the increase of the real value of the 
taxes imposed. But, the greatest evil of all 
those which attend the raising of new taxes, 
is, that they invariably add to the power of 
the minister of the day, in proportion to 
their real amonnt. When the minister tells 
us, that a tax yte/ds so much, he never thinks 
it necessary to dwell upon the circumstance 
of its putting a large sum into the hands of 
the tar-gatherer. The truth is, however, 
that, upon an average, about one pound ouf 
of every fifteen goes into the pocket of some 
person or other employed in the imposihg 
or the receiving, or the distributing of it. 
It is no matter to us whether this pound 
is swallowed by some such man as Lord 
Liverpool, or John Fordyce, as collectors; 
or by such as the Marquis of Buckingham 
or Lord Grenville, as tellers or auditors of 
the expenditure ; it is no matter to us whe- 
ther i€ be swallowed by such men, or by pet- 
ty excisemen and tide-waiters ; certain it is 
that it is paid by the people, though no ve- 
ry great ostentation appears on the part of the 
minister, in making them acquainted with 
the fact. Every new tax, therefore, adds 
tothe emoluments of the tax-gatherers, or 
adds to the number of the tax-gatherers 
themsélves ; and, in either case, it must, in 
an exact proportion to its real value, or, at 
least, the addition that it makes to the real 
value of the revenue cf the state, add to the 
influence and the power of the minister of 
the day ; so that, if the system of taxation 
could be carried on to the point whither it 
tends, and at which, if unobstructed, it 
would certainly arrive, all the people, rich 
as well as poor, would become mere servants 
of the government. The landlords, as they 
are yet called, would be the stewards, the 
tenants would be the bailiffs, and the labour- 
ers would be maintained wholly out of the 
faxes, instead of being, as they now are, 0 
maintained in part, All, yea all, ‘would 
receive their bread at the hand of the’ mi- 
hister of the day: ‘There would be no such 
thing as private propefty: Andis not the 
Progress towards this point already visible ? 
Are not the taxes so - tin ; jou 
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to make a man hesitate before he calls any 
thing hisown ? In one instance, that ofthe 
“* redemption,” as it was called, of the land- 
tax, the late, minister seized upon part of 
the real property of every man in the king- 
dom ; he confiscated and sold it ; and, though 
the owner was allowed, if able, to buy it 
back again, that circumstance did not‘in the 
least alter the nature of the act. With res¢ 
pect to the Church, it was a complete act of 
confiscation ; for, when the land was once 
sold, it was impossib/e. that it should be 
bought back again. It wasa real seizure of 
a part of the church property ; it was an act 
of alienation for ever; it wasan example 
for further seizure; yet was there not a bishop 
to open his lips against it; and, which 
is curious enough, the only man, in either 
h ouse of parliament to oppose the measure, 
was Str Francis Burpetr! As to the 
property-tax, Ihave no more objection to 
that than to any other tax now laid on; for, 
say what we will about them, they must all 
now finally operate in the same way. Yet, 
in illustration of the general description 
above given of the tendency of the taxing 
system, when carried to its utmost extent, 
we may observe, that, by the means of one 
part of the law, which imposes this tax, the 
government not only comes to examine into, 
to supervise, the transactions between in- 
dividuals ; but, it immediately interferes be- 
tween the landlord and the tenant; it goes 
to the tenant and demands from him a part 
of the rent, which, by agreement, he is 
bound to pay to his landlord; and, thereby, 
it actually does, in so much atleast, break 
the contract between the landlord and the 
tenant. How far, under such circumstan- 
ces, aman can, with propriety of language, 
cal] his house or his land Ais own, might be- 
come a question; but, that the principle 
once admitted, may lead to the taking of one 
half of the rent, nay, the whole of it, who 
will be bold enongh to deny ? It was the 
danger, the alarming danger, to which this 

ints, that formed the ground of Mr. 
Fox's opposition to the Income Tax. He 





said, and very truly, that, when once thie 


government were petmitted to make. thus 
free with the real property of individuals, 
there was no telling where it might stop. 
Now, indeed, that gentleman® appears to 
have completely subdued all apprehensions 
of this sort. He who saw great danger in 
the raising of the tax from 5’per centum to 


6} per centum, sees no danger dt alll iri the 


raising of it, at once, from 6} t6 10 per 
centum'! Upon this “part of the subject I 


Will say.06 more. I need say nothing. ‘The 


feel and say enongh. But, I cannot help 
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observing, that, while Mr. Fox seemed to 

regard this addition as the /ast, Lord Henry 

Petty took care not to say any thing to en- 

courage such a hope. He said, that the tax 

was now raised to the point, where it was 

likely to remain for some time; but, he pro- 

mised us nothing with regard to a, final ter- 

mination of the rise; and, indeed, if the 

funding system be to be continued, his Jord- 

ship was perfectly right; for, in that case, 

we may be well assured, that a further, and 

a further, and a further rise must take place, 

till, it the system go on unobstructed, the 
whole of the nation will become what. the 
fund-holders now are, mere annultants of 
the government. ‘The wiseacre squire may 
grin and shew his butter-teeth at this as 
much as he pleases; but, he may be as-. 
sured, that, if this system goon, the ques- 
tion will be, not how much he shall contri- 
bute towards the maintenance of the state, 
but how much the state shall allow him to 
live upon. Let it, however, be acknow- 
ledged, that those who are for maintaining 
whut they call ‘* public credit,” have no 
right whatever to find fault with the 
ministry for this augmentation of the 
income tax. The money must be had. 
It can no longer be gotten from taxes 
upon objects of consumption. It can no 
longer be gotten from taxes upon. the real 
property itself. The interest of the debt 
and the millions in pensions and grants must 

go unpaid, unless the rents and the in- 
comes of the people are resorted to; and, 
if it be necessary to pay, it must be neces- 
sary to resort to those rents and. those in- 
comes, I deny such necessity: I would no 
longer pay interest upon the debt, and I 
would greatly reduce the amount of pensions 
aud of grants ; or, 1 would, at least, im this 
jast respect, stop where we are; but, to 
hear. men. talking, this minute, about the 
absolute necessity of paying 28 millions a 


year on aecount of the national debt, and,. 


the next minute railing against the ministers 
for adding to the rate of the Property-Tax, 
in order to obtain the means of meeting this 
necessity, cannet fail to excite one’s con- 
tempt... No: if you will have one, you 
taust have the other. The ministers you 
call apen to pay, the interest of.the cebt ; 
yoti make loud. clamours against those who 
would:adyjse them to step; keep good. your 


engdgements, say you; never let it be said, 
that. a British parliament was guilty of ‘‘ a. 
“g pe et faith.” This.is all very easily. 

but good 
anied with, 


sail: alk this demands nothing 












ng auempty head, « 
os ee det houskemore honest 
COT Bu pay the cost is 
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‘not so easy; to contribute your: share. to- 
wards this interest is not so pleasant; and 
therefore, you Set up a cry against taxes, 
and therein you expose yourselves to the 
derision of the world.—TIt was not, -nor 





is it, my intention to enter very fully, at 
present, into the state of the finances ; but, 
I cannot help offering a remark or two upon 
an expression that fell from the new Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer relative to the war- 
taxes, It isthe term merely that I object to, 
Why are they called war taxes? Is it be- 
cause they wall not be necessary in-time of 
peace ? ‘This present year the whole expen- 
diture will amount to 74 millions. The 
whole of the taxes are estimated at 56 mil- 
lions. The rest (18 millions) is to be made 
up by a loan. Now, suppose peace arrived. 
What reduction of expense do you think 
would take place? Do you think that 
ay reduction at all would take place for the 
first year? Da you think that the peace 
would last two years? But, seriously, what | 
reduction do you think could take place? 
The annual charge on account of debt is 28 
nitions ; the Civil List and other grants 
and bounties amount to 2 millions. Here 
are 30 out of the 56 millions. The ‘ war- 
** taxes” are taken at 19! millions; so 
that, if the war-taxes are to be abolished at , 
the peace, whenever it comes, there will . 
remain just 6} millions wherewith to mata . 
tain the army, the navy, the orduance, and 
all the other establishments, and to defray 
all the other incidents, the gross charge on 
account of which amounts now to 44 millions 
a year! What an abuse of words is it, then, 
to talk of ‘* war-taxes ” ! What folly to en- 
tertain the hope, that the Property ‘Tax 
will ever again be for a moment suspended 
while the national debt shall exist, and 
while it shall annually load the nation with 
its enormous expense! No: while interest 
is paid upon that debt, never can these war- 
taxes be. taken off. They never ‘can be di- 
minished ; or, if they are, a loan must an- 
nually be_ made to supply the deficiency. 
Nay, further, I am firmly persuaded, that. 
not only must they be continued in’ time of 
peace, but that loans must still be made to | 
help them out: loans not. quite. so large as 
at present, perhaps, -but loans still. to a. 
considerable amount. The notion which 
men naturally have of awar-taxr is, that.it 
is calculated to defray all the expenses atis- , 
ing from war,. leaving:the ether part.of the. 
revenue to be .applied.to the purposes. for 
which it was. wanted before the war, and 
Standing, in fact, in the of Joans, But 
we (God bless us!) have .war-tdxes. and 
loans besides, Out of 44 miilliows for the 
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support of the army, the navy, &c. we shall, 
this years borrow 18 millions. There re- 
main 20. niillions. ~Now, if peace were 


made to-morrow, Goes any man believe, that | 


we could make a-reduction to the amount 
to 18 millions.? Does. any man believe, that, 
considering our present situation with re- 
gard to the enemy, we could reduce our 


present establishments and expenses in the | 


amount of more than two-fifths ? Not one 
man of common information in the country 


believes it;:and, is it, then, to act upon | 


‘the maxims of the Janthern or glass-honse 
morality, to give the name of wurt-taxes to 
19: millions‘out of the 26 millions? Is it, 
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** the metropolis; for, such, we are well 
‘© informed, was the situation of Paris, at 
** the very moment, when the Mississippi 
*« bubble. was ready to burst; when the pa- 
‘* per-money of the projector Law had 
‘« drawn the wealth of France to the metro- 
‘* polis, and had spread misery over the rest 
‘of the kingdom.’ As: to the Sinking 
Fund, the good etlects of which had, on the 


preceding Friday, been so much dwelt upon 


jndeed, my dord, thus, that you mean to | 
convince us, that you wish to let the peo. | 
ple see the naked truth; that you wish to | 


render subjects of this sort familiar to their 
ininds ; and that, in ‘short, you wish them 
te become perfectly acquainted with the 


nature of theirsituation and of what they | 


have to expect ? My lord, suffer me to put 
this question to you: Does your lordship 
really believe, that, as long as the present 


charge’ on account of the national debt | 


shall continue to be paid, we shall ever 
again, in peace or in war, see the year, 
in which a loan, to some amount or 
other, must not be made? 
answer in the negative, as [ think you must, 
jet ‘me ask you how you could, with your 


uncorrupted mind filled with the glass-house | 


morality, ‘fall into the jargon of your prede- 
vessor, and give to the taxes that never can 
be repealed an epithet evidently calculated to 


produce a persuasion, that they were to | 


exist no longer than the war ? ——On Mon- 
day, the 3ist ultimo, when the motion was 
made for going into a. comniittee upon the 


subjects. connected with the Budget, Mr. | 


¥aaners entered, for the first time, not 
only ‘on his part, but on the . part ‘of any 
member of .either House of parliament, 
into the. discussion of the great points the 


only points, indeed, svorthy of the attention — 


of a statesman, or a legislator. He made 
some previous remarks relative to the Pro- 
perty Tax, and, particularly, the mode of 
inanaging the’ proposed exemptions Then 


he observed, that, it was pot without some ° 


astonishment, he had heard the country de- 
scribed as being in’ a prosperous state ; and 


he asked; with! what. propriety such an epi- | 


thet could; he applied to. a- country, ‘where 
the labouring. part of: the community were 
supported, iot. by theitruit of their labour, 
but, in considerable part, out*of taxes, 
raised upon’ their employers: | ** Tell me 
“not,” .saidhe, “ of the flourishing, of 
‘the ‘brilliant, 6f the. dazzling, shew of 


‘ 


ee ene 





emisory notes in cash. 
vafter Mr. Francis. 


And, if you | 


by Lord Henry Petty, Mr. Francis said, that 
he lad not been able to discover any one of 
those effects; that he could not petceive, 
that it had lessened, or that it. was likely to 
lessen, the burdens ot the people; and, ata 
time when we were supporting it at the ex- 
pense of 8 millions of taxes annually raised, 
he saw no reason why part of it, at least, 
should not be applied to the purposes:of tlre 
year, and, of course to the prevention of 
the necessity of new taxes to the immense 
amount in which they had now been im- 
posed. He further observed, that the sole 
remedy which, as he thought, was left: to 
us, was to do away the law, that sereenéd 
the Bank of England from paying their pro- 
Mr. Fox, spoke 
His answer (if it was 
intended as an answer) to the renvrk rela- 
tive to the evidences of national’ prosperity, 
was not by any means successful, He talked 
something about’ other causes (than that of 
taxation and paper-money), of the misery, 
and the abject: dependence of the people, 





- without, however, either admitting or deny- 


ing the tact. ‘his last was not candid, un- 
‘less he supposed, which, perhaps, was the 
fair construction, that the admission “was 
implied; as well he might, indeed, seeing 
that a denial would instantly have been met 
by documents upon the table of the House, 
whence it would have appeared, that the (3xes 
now ‘raised annually for the relief of thie 
poor are, nominally, at: least, as great in 
amount, as the whole annual revenue of ‘the 
country in the reign of Queen Anne! As 
to those other causes, I should, 1 nust con- 
fess, have liked to lear them explained by a 
person of. Mr. Fox’s penetration and wonder- 
ful powers of statement.’ But, to make me 
‘a convert to the doctrine, I must hear argu- 
ments quite diflerent*from those that T have 
ever yet heard.’ We ‘have beew told, that 
the principal eause is the poor-laws them- 
sélves. I. do not -much Jike*the poor laws. 
They arose out ‘of -pressingcireumstances'’; 
‘they are not wise -in their: principle ; they 
‘have, in all likelihood,’ operated miischie- 


' vously ; but, how comes it, that the mis- 


ace with the in- 


ehicf has ‘kept.an exact . 
amore especially 


crease of the taxes, 


: 
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with the increase of paper-mioney? This 
may not be proof, but it 1s a.sireng corrobo- 
ration of the reasoning, upon this subject, 
aitempted in the preceeding pages. "To hear 
a rich merchant talking. of the prosperous 
state of the country ; to hear the same from 
a fat piaceman or grantee, has in it nothing 
surprising ; for, if they reside chiefly in, or 
about, the metropolis, they really have xrea- 
son to believe that the country is in a prospe- 
rous state. But, when we are speaking of 
national prosperity, what have we in our 
minds? Is not the happiness of the people 
the idea that precedes allothers?.. Do we 
pot contemplate the absence of the misery 
and of the degrading vices thereon atten- 
cant? Do we not please ourselves in 
thinking of a healthy, well-fed, well-clad, 
cheartul, and, in a great degree, indepen- 
dent, Jabouring population\? ‘To complete 
the picture of national prosperity, there 
must be a Jove of country and of glory in 
the people, and an absence of all dread from 
foreign hostility, without forgetting a per- 
fect security. from domestic oppression, 
arising whether from open despotism, or. 
from the secret and silent influence of cor-. 
ruption, But, without stopping to prove, 
that, in all these last-mentioned respects, 
the picture now exhibited in England an- 
swers precisely to that just given, we may 
insist, that the happiness of the people, .as 
exemplified in the comforts they enjoy, is 
the very first thing to be considered; and, 
then, when we come to find, that, out of 
a population of less than g millions, there 
are more than 1 million of paupers, exclu- 
sive of the persons supported by charitable 
foundations, we can be at no loss as to how 
we shall decide upon the question of the 
prosperity of England. In applying this to 
the remark of Mr. Francis, it is of great 
importance. again to observe, that the pau- 
petizing ‘of the people Jhas come on with 
strides exactly commensurate with those of 
the taxing and paper-money system. 
vious to the American war, the paupers were 
comparatively very few. Dhe debt and taxes 
created by that war augmented the number ; 


‘but, the great-augmentation has taken place 


since the commencement of the fatal reign 
of Mr. Pitt; since the establishment of the 
paper-money system by that ‘‘ prepiiious 
** measute,” the Sinking Fund! I know 
of one particular parish, where, about ‘25 


Pre- 


years ago, there were only 7 persons upon 


the poor-books ; now, ‘there, are not. more | 


than seven labouring families who are not 
upon the poor-books, 
above 2 hundred of such families 


a strong, apdmay be sipgular instance ; 


the ‘parish containing | 
‘! This is. 
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of it with commendation, 
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but, in a degree somewhat approaching this, 
has been the amelancholy change in every 
part of England. Let us, then, hear no 
more of ‘‘ national prosperity,” of “ abup- 
“« dant resources ;"’ let us hear no more of 
the beneficent effeets of the Sinking Fund, 
until we have proof of some change, in this 
respect, forthe better. It is worthy, of re- 
mark, that neither Old Rose uor any other 
of the Pitts, who undertook the defence of 
their system, said a word upon this subject. 
Some time ago, there appeated, indeed, in 
the Courier newspaper, an essay in defence 
of the Pitt system, in which essay, the in- 
crease of the paupers was ascribed to the tao 
great indulgence of the rich, who, it was 
said, had been too ready to feed and 
otherwise cherish the idle and the profii- 
gate; and, there. was a hint, that a little 
gentle castigation, instead of parish aid, 
might not be amiss naw and then, and 
in a degree proportioned to tthe state 
of the patient! From a disciple of the Fitt 
school such opinions will excite no surprise, 
though we hear him, in the same breath, 
calling upon the nation for money to pay 
the debt of his master; but, surely, such 


Opinions will be entertained by nobody else, 


when it can be, and has been, proyed, that, 
as things now are. it is impossible for the 
day-labouring man, to earn by that labour 
a sufficiency. of bread for himself, a wife, 
and three children, to say nothing about 
drink, clothing, lodging, or firing. This 
has been proved ; the proof is, unfortunate, 
ly, always at hand, and it is undeniable. 
Shall we, then, still be told; shall we be 
iusulted with the assertion, that the nation 
is ina state. of prosperity ?——-With regard 
to the Sinking Fund, Mr. Fox, in speaking 
was certainly 
consistent with his formerly expressed op!- 
nions; but, here. let me say, that, in as- 
cribing the merit of it to Mr,,Pitt; im prais- 
ing Mr. Pitt for establishing it, he was 
clearly inconsistent with his declarations 
formerly made, He said, that, let who 
would have been minister, a Sinking Fund 
must have been established, because it was 
the universal opinion, at’ the time, that a 
Sinking Fand ought to be established ; 
** but,” said be, ‘* the thing having been 
** dane, and having been adhered to with 
* success, assuredly, the ‘praise of the 
“* House and the nation is due, on that ac- 
“ Count at least, to the minister who did 
“ it.” ” Now, though I have not, the,book 


: 





before me, I will_venture to assert, that, 


on the 6th or 7th of, May, 1802, in a de- 
bate upon the merits of Mr, ‘Pitt, brought 


| on by a mation pf Lotd Belgrave far the 
: : tot tA Te i ae oe 
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thanks of the House to that gentleman, Mr. 
Fox, upon the subject of the Sinking Fund, 
which had been introduced as a topic of 
praise by Lord Belgrave, said, “«T never 
« can hold it just to praise him for that of 
« which he was not the inventor, and 
« which he adopted at the suggestion of 
« myself.” I speak ‘from memory, and 
willnot, therefore, bind myself down as to 
the words; but, for the meaning I pledge 
myself. Whether, therefore, ‘this great 
change as to principle ‘of action has been 
produced by more mature reflection, or by 
that influence which we have seen ‘so pow- 
erfully operating in other cases, and espe- 
cially with regard to the affairs of India, I 
must leave the reader to determine. 
With respect to the merits of the Sink- 
ing Fund itself, it will be easily con- 
ceived, that this is not the place to enter 
at large upon the subject. Indeed (and I 
gladly embrace the opportunity of giving the 
intimation) this is a subject, that I hold 
myself bound to discuss in a manner that 
shall say to the public, “‘ here are all the 
arguments that this writer has to urge against 
the measure.” There are three persons, 
each of them of great talents, who have con- 





descended to submit to me their thoughts. 


upon the question that has been agitated re- 
lative to my proposition for destroying the 
funding system. They will have perceived, 
that other imore immediately interesting 
matter has Kept back their Valuable com- 
munications; but, my intention is to lay 
these communications before the public as 
soon as possible, and, at the same time, to 
maintain my opinions with every argument 
that shall suggest itself to my mind; and, as 
the justice of adopting the measure I propose 


inust rest upon the proof of its being meces- | 


ny in order to save the nation from ruin, I 
shall, in order to-establish this necessity, be 
bound to prove that the Sinking Fund is in- 
efficient for the purpose which it professes 
to have in view. In the mean while, 
however, there was an argument made use of 
by Mr. Fox, in answer to Mr. Francis, that 
[cannot refrain from noticing. Mr. Francis 
had said, that neither he nor any other man 
had felt, or could describe, any goad that the 
sinking fund had produced, ‘except that of 
keeping up the price of the 3 ‘per cents. 

Now,” said Mr, Fox, and in a very tri- 
umphant tone and manner, “‘ if it has done 
satus, it bas produced a great deal of good, 


¥ nd deserves unbounded applause ; for, 





in 80 doing, it has kept down the amount 
of the debt, by enabling the government 


‘ to.borrow at a much lower rate than it 
otherwise could have done ; and, if it had 


~~ 
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“* not been for this Sinking Fund operating 
‘* in this salutary way, I ask the honourable 
“« gentleman, what, at this day, must have 
“« been the amount of the debt, taking into 
“© view the many and great loans that have 
** been made since the Sinking Fund was 
“€ established ?” Whereupon, Old Rose and 
Mr. Canning and Mr, Huskisson and Mr. 
Sturges, cried ‘hear! hear! hear! as vehe- 


mently as if the ** heaven-born” minister had. 


still been alive and speaking. But, with sub- 
mission, and without prejudice to these 
heart-cheering plaudits, I would wish to 
ask Mr. Fox (and [ am sure he will excuse 
me for it) a question or two upon this point. 
Do you think, Sir, that, if there had been 
no Sinking Fund, the many and great Joans 
that have been made, since the year 1792, 
would have been made at all? Do you think, 
that, if taxes had not been raised, where- 
with to send Cormmmissioners into the stock- 
market, that market would not, long and 
long ago, have been shut up? ‘This not being 
the case, do you think, that, if, in the year 
1793, the minister had been compelled to 
collect his means from the people at once, 
instead of quietly mortgaying the revenue, 
it would have had a bad effect? Or, viewing 
the operation of the Sinking Fund in ano- 
ther light, do you think, that, if this fund 
had not existed, the cash payments at thé 
Bank would have been stopped; (hat specie 
would have been banished out of the coun- 
try ; that a total disturbance of prices would 
have taken place; that contracts between 
man and man would have been virtually vio- 
lated to the extent in which they now are; 
that the Property ‘Tax would ever have been 
thought ct; and that, the ruin of thousands 
on the one hand, or of millions on the other, 
would, as it now does, have stated us in the 
face? To the first of these questions it is, 
however, that I should like to obtain an 
answer; for, until that answer be ‘given, 
the atgument so cheered by the Roses and 
the Huskissons will, Iam afraid, be found 
to have little else than the honour of that 
cheering to support it —With regard to Mr. 
Francis’s idea of applying a part of the 
taxes; now raised to support the Sinking 
Fund, to the purpose of preventing the it. 
position of new taxes, Mr. Fox satd, that he 
did not, if a time of tranquillity should 
come, see any objection fo it; that it was a 
question of degree, a question whether more 
or less Of those taxes should be so applied ; 
but, itis worthy of remark, that, when 
Lord Henry Petty came to ok: Mr. Fox 
having previously left the House, he took 
special care to state, that, on no accot 
whatever, ‘ought any part of the Sinkin 
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Fund to be, for one moment, diverted from 
its original purpose. His lordship, who call- 
ed it a sacred deposit, seems to have a pretty 
enough idea of holy things; nor would it 
be at all wonderful, if the respectable syna- 
gogue of Joan-makers were to bestow upon 
him some distinguished mark of thetr appro- 
bation. —Upon the subject of reviving cash 
payments at the bank, Mr. Fox and Lord 
Henry agreed that the measure might, at no 
distant day, become as expedient in practice 
as it unquestionably was correct in princi- 
ple; and, here, the coincidence in senti- 
ment was such as to have excited wonder as 
well-as admiration, had we not happened to 
recollect certain notions, which, at one time, 
got almost into motions, of Lord Grenville! 
His lordship did really talk about cash pay- 
ments at the bank. He did not absolutely 
oppose the last *‘ bank-resériction bill” (a 
phrase that I never canvutter or think of 
without laughing) ; but, he did something 
very much like it. Well, then, let us hope, 
now that his lordship is not only in place, 
but in power; let us. now hope, that some- 
thing in this way will be done. ‘The king’s 
subjects are loyal; they love to see his pic- 
ture, which haus long been kept from their 
sight by the intervention of those bits of 
ragged and dirty paper, a discount upon 
which the poor labourer is obliged to pay in 
order to get his week's. wages turned into 
lizht and adulterated silver, Give them gui- 
neas, my goodlord! They will receive them 
with gratitude, and will bless the hand, be 
it whose it may, from which they shall drop: 
and, as to the means; as to the where-about 
to find gold to replace fiity or sixty miilions 
of pounds in bank of England and country- 
bank-paper ; as to the motives that will in- 
duce men to take a bank-token for five shil- 
lings when it comes to circulate side-by-side 
with a guinea; as to the eifect which the 
restoration of gold will have upon contracts 
between man and man; as to the sources 
whence are to be drawn the guineas where- 
with to pay the annual interest upon the na- 
tional debt: as to all thesc, we must, of course, 
conclude, that your lordship has, by this 
time, ‘taken caré to make ample provision, 
and, with this comtorting conclusion in .our 
minds, all thet we have to do is to wait, with 
humility and with patience, ¢he happy event. 
‘The latter part of thd scene at.the de- 
bate upan the report was too curious not to 
noticé, though the reader must. already be 
wearied with te subject, Mr.Francis bad 
entered upon the discussion in-a’true parlia- 





mentary way. The subject was of vast ina- 


portance ; yet, not one independent member 
of the House tock asty part-in it. Those 
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who attended at first, soon went away; and 
long before the close, Lord Henry Petty was 
left without: a ‘soul to assist him, Mr. Van- 
sittart. excepted ; and there they were well 
baited by a bevy of quondam clerks’ of the 
Treasury, who, had it not been for their re- 
-spect for and confidence in (respect and con- 
fidence not sparingly expréSsed), Lord 
Grenville, would have divided the House. 
and would have ouat-voted the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer! Mr. Huskisson, as if. in- 
spired by his change of place and by the de- 
plorable state of the Treasury Bench, made 
a speech of an hour and a half long, though 
those rogues of reporters, like the Gazetteer 
in the case of Captain Bluff, took little or no 
notice of his feats. Mr. Sturges cracked 
jokes upon Mr. Fox (whom he was sorry 
not to see in his place), and was glad to find 
that the Rt. Hon. gentleman’s former oppo- 
sition to the Income Tax, which he had 
characterized as worthy of the inquisition, 
arose merely from the circumstance of its 
not having been doubled in amount. Mr. 
George Johnstone, in: a manner the most 
friendly, gave the Chancellor some very 
good advice, cautioning him, above all 
things, not to be too sanguine in his expec- 
tations as to the correctness of his estimates. 
Even Mir. Long became eloquent in defence 
of the systtin of his Rt, Hon, ‘friend, ‘“ now 
unhappily no more,” and earnestly besought 
the young Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
go on, as he had begun, walking in the steps 
of that pattern of political wisdom and pu- 
rity, But, it would have done the reader's 
heart good (and so it must Adr. Fox's if he 
had not been gone away) to hear Old Ar. 
Rose’ chaunting the praises of Lord Gren- 
ville! ‘That was, by far, the most interesting 
occurrence; and, whatever the’Foxites may 
think of it, it is something very well worth 
their pondering upon ; nor is it entirely un- 
worthy of the notice of the editor of the 
Morning Chronicle, who, if he*will take the 
advice of an old friend, w:ll, with all conve- 


“nient speed, cease those vain attempts, which 


he is, for what reason it would puzzle a 
wizard to know, making to persuade the 
public that the Pittites are’forming an ¢p- 
posttion, and: an opposition, too, a Lord 
Grenville! | 

*,* I very much regret, that I have not 
room for some remarks pon’ the subject, of 
the inquiry with. regard to the conduct of 
Lord Wellesley. The means that have been 
resorted to in order to prevent Mr. Hupie- 
stone's motion’should, indeed, not pass 10° 
oné moment unnoticed. But, there will be 
another oppertunity before the end of the 
recess. ——I wished also to niak’ “an obser- 
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‘vation or two upon the letter in page 422, 
upon the subject of the non-residence of the 
Clergy; and a letter from, another corre- 
spondent calls upon me to say, that, as to al. 
most every sentiment.in the former letter, I 
totally disagree with the writer. In page 
4lg a correspondent represents Mr. Wit- 
LIAM Dunpas as receiving 600]. a vear out 
of the crown-rents in Scotland. ‘This cor- 
respondent is in error; for, Inow am well 
informed, that Mr. Dundas is in no such re- 
ceipt ; aud that he never did enjoy any emo- 
lument from the public, nor ever received the 
salary of any place, exygept of those which he 
actually filled at the War-Office, and, before, 
‘at the Board of Controul. 








MILITARY PLAN, 

Enfield, March 30, 1806. 

SIR, Again apologizing for the ex- 
treme haste, with which, on account of the 
urgency of the matter, and the pressure for 
time, I replied to your first fiye questions, 
put to me in your Register of the 22d, I 
shall now attend to the remaining two, Your 
words are these ; 6. ‘* Does he’”’ (the author 
‘of the /Ee1s} ‘* upon a ca!m view of ull the 
© circumstances of our situation, not think 
‘* thatsome such plan as that now proposed 
*« by me, would, under these circumstances, 
‘‘ be likely to render the defence of the 
** country efficient, without endangering the 
“« libertics of the people, or the constitu- 
‘* tional. prerogatives of the crown ?” 








_ Again, 7. ‘* Task him, whether he does not 


“* think, that, while my plan would not fail 
** to give strength to civil lilerty, at the 
** same time that it increased military pow- 
‘* er, it would not be more likely to be at- 
** tended with immediate effect,. than the 
** plan which he has proposed? He will ob- 
** serve, that I take the state of things as it 
** now is; I view the nation loaded with a 
** debt, demanding 27 millions annually to 
** pay the interest; I see 2 or 3 millions an- 
** nually raised for the purpose of paying 
tax-gatherers and other dependents upon 
the ministry of the day; I perceive the 
existence of a trading and a fiscal influence 
** overshadowing, and overbearing every 
‘« thing ;' and my object is to aid in the cure 
of those evils, by the very means that I 
** provide for an .ethicient defence of the 
‘country and of the throne.”——Out of 
these two questions many important consi- 
erations arise. The discussion might fil]-a 
_Volume. . To answer them so as to come 
_ within the limits of your Register, the co- 
lumns of which mast allow-room for every 
_other political topic,must put me under a 


' 66 
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gre:tdisadvantage. For the sake of perspi- 


principles of your plan are highly to be con.- 
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cuity, I shall divide my matter into section’ 


umerically arranged.—I, In p. 388, you 
_profess ‘* a perfect coincidence, as to prin- 


ciple,” with Paney, on. the matter where- 
upon you quote that writer, If I understand 


Tightly, that principle is, that the constitu- 


tion of .a standing army. should be such as 
** to maintain, upon all occasions, as much 
alliance of interest, and as much inter- 
_ course of sentiment, between the milkitary 
**. part of the pation, and the other orders of 
** the people; as are consistent with the 
union and discipline of an army.” 
This sounds mighty well; but to what does 
it amount? That, so far as you shall be un- 
der the necessity of employing a standing 
army, you shall, by such attentions, coun- 
teract as well as you can its inherent tenden- 


‘é 


< 


ce 





_cy to destroy public liberty, But, the able 


manner in which you have yourself, in the 
same page, completely overturned some of 
the principal arguments of Patgy, ought, 
methinks, to weaken the confidence you ex- 


press in him as a constitutional writer, On 


the subjects of the constitution and of liber- 
ty, he was a dangerous writer; and oughit 
to be read with great jealuusy. ‘The saga- 
cious Lume pronounces “ our standing army 
‘© amortal distemper in the British constitu- 
** tion; * and Blackstone intorms us, that 
‘* the laws and constitulion of these king- 
‘© doms, know no such state as. that of a per- 
“* petual standing soldier,” meaning J pre- 
sume, what you express, by af ‘‘ army"’ of 
** an eilicient and permanent description, 
** bred up to no other profession than, that 
‘* of war.” ¢ And it is from much reading 
and reflection on the subject of standing ar- 
mies, and trying the foundation on which 
they stand, with the fundamental. principles 


of civil government, that ] now repeat what 
I said in my last letter, that your excellent 


plan for improving our regular army, ‘does 
not in my judgment, preclude in the smallest 
degree the necessity of restoving the military 
branch of the constitution, nor can. be mace 
a substitute for it.’——IL. Before I proveed in 
our discussions in which, perhaps, I .may 
not on some points meet your expectation, | 
have the most sincere pleasure in saying that, 
in respect of the regular army, 1 conceive 
your plan to. be in the true spirit of enlight- 


-ened, benevolent, and honest legislation ; 


and as such, certainly comes up ;to. one of 
your. Own .requisites, as being ‘‘ new’ in- 
deed! Towards rendering the existence of a 
standing regular army comparatively ‘‘ ine 
noxious. to the liberties of the people,” the 
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mended; and, as right principles have ever 
a tendency to beget their like, so all political 
plans intrinsically good, are naturally pro- 
ductive of habitual reformation and improve- 
meut.—IlI. Under the head of rewarns, 
your plan has a strong tendency to attach 
the soldier to the constitution of his coun- 
try: but, I must still be allowed to think, 
there is an. inveteracy in the malady of a 
standiag army, incurable by the art of man. 
Abroad; it is an instrument of your power, 
and too frequently of a very arbitrary power; 
but it may perhaps protect your dependen- 
cies from governments worse than your 
own; or defend valuable colonies without 
obliterating the traces of freedom. At 
home, it never can be otherwise than an 
evil, tolerated on account of its utility for 
your foreign purposes. . This, when we com- 
pare the military code with our civil consti- 
tution, we see to be inevitable, All the 
plausibilities of such writers as Paley, for 
reconciling a nation to a standing army, as 
its reliance for defence and security against 
invasion, or as a necessary instrument of go- 
vernment, I hold to be insidious, and in the 
highest degree mischievous; or, in point of 
argument, if really well intended, to be the 
effect of ignorance in the science of govern- 


ment. Pardon my-freedom. ‘This is a great), 


question on which every thing wortliy. of 
human consideration depends, Let political 
writers speak the plain truth. Let them, as 
you have done, endeavour to mitigate the. 
evil. If we must have a standing army for 
foreign services, let that army be conciliated 
to our liberties, by giving it as much rever- 
sionary interest in public freedom as can be 
done; but, after all, your only real security 
against the sword of a standing army being, 
by a Cromwell, a Cesar, of a Napoleon, one 
day turned against you, is to render its suc- 
cess in overturning your Jiberties an impossi- 
bility. It must be outnumbered beyond any 
degree of comparison, by the armed citizens, 
rightly organized for military service, ready 
ia a moment to defend alike the laws and 
magistracy, the peace of your towns or 
counties, your country or constitution. 
Never forget that the standing army is your 
military arm for foreign operations and inte- 
rests, and ought in no case to be made an 
instrument of domestic government. What- 
ever may be in other respects the form or ti- 
tle of a government, the criterion by which 
you ascertain whether it be in reality a civil 
“Ora military, that is, a free or a despatic go- 
“vermment, is its adtimate meang of enforcing 
its authority. If those means are the arms 
“of its.organizeg Citizens, it is-a free govern- 
ment; those of a standing atmy, it 48 a” 


POLITICAL REGISTER.—Mijitary Plan. 


_ despotism, Beware, therefore, Mr. "Cob- 
| bett, how you recommend to us for our 
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** efficient defence” a “* permanent” stand. 
ing army! Despotisms introduced, by gra- 
dually and insensibly undermining 4 free 
stute, are often deeply rooted and fully esta. 
blished long before they are known to exist, 
even by those under their power. You have 
often sten a great house dog among children: 
you have seen him ridden ; harnessed in the 
little phaeton; made to fetch and carry, 
and a constant play-fellow, apparently « in- 
moxtous” to these careless little people; 
while the animal possessed all the while the 
power, if once the savage fit came upon him, 
of tearing them piecemeal. IV. ‘As the pro- 
per duties of a standing army are_painfitt 
anc arduous, full ef privation and suffering, 
reward it nobly; give the soldier a gratity- 
ing repose on the bosom of the country he 
has faithfully served; and render the honour- 
ed veteran an object of future respect. ‘To 
your noble idea, for which I shall ever re- 
spect you, of communicating to the retired 
soldier the elective franchise, let me suggest 
another source of gratification. If he retire 
at the age of forty, he has yet before him 
many years of probable ability for the easy, 
but important duties of an armed citizen in 
the county power. Of this body, his mili- 


‘tary experience, if he has any talent, will 


render him a highly valuable member, in- 
suring to him at the same time distinction 
and command, sweetening the remembrance 
of past toils and dangers, by the proud con- 
sciousness of continuing to the very eyening 
of life a most useful soldier, the chosen guar- 
dian of that. happy constitution to the full 
benefit of which he has been admitted, a 
conservator of peace and order, and an active 
protector of the Iaws and institutions of his 
country. Thus it would be seen how right 
systems, all properly directed to the public 
good, mutually benefit and improve each 
other. The complete restoration of the mi- 
litary branch of the constitution, at the same 
time that it established our liberties on a 
rock, would raise us in real solid, useful, 
well-wearing power, far superior to France, 
and make us, like our Saxon ancestors under 
Alfred, a martial people. The youth of a 
martial people aré prone to artis, and resort 
to the camp as naturally as the young éagle 
seeks the sky. “Botinties! No: were you. 
to offer Bounties to keep them at home, you 
could not succeed. ° Seeing the soldier, after 
military adventures in all quarters of the 
world, rétorning at forty 'to enter into his in- 
herftance A freedom, of authority, 3 aA 
nours and distivictions for the remainder 
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youth of.our country from pouring into the 
army faster than it could receive them ! And, 
on the other hand, this owing back of the 
veterans of sucH an army, towards presery- 
ing in full vigour the military character and 
efficiency of the county power, would have a 
happy co-operation with suitable laws for the 
purpose of averting from it that neglect in 
future, which was first occasioned by the in- 
troduction of the feudal system, and after- 


wards artfully continued, by what the Ear! of 


Liverpool has rightly called a ‘‘ detestable 
policy.”* Your incitements to military 
service have their foundations in nature ; 
they call forth the noble and generous affec- 
tions; and when combined with such other 
incitements as are touched upon in the A%gis 
(1.56) the sagacious law-giver, notwithstand- 
ing the debt, the taxes, and trafficking spirit 
of our country, may, as I conceive, build its 
defence on its freedom, and enable it to rise 
superior to all difficulties. If, indeed, the 
wisdom of the law-giver is to abide the vote 
of the sordid children of "Change Alley, and 
the servile creatures.of faction, neither coun- 
ty power nor regular army, may avail.—— 
V. But, perhaps, I ought to have com- 
menced this discussion, by remarking that the 
two military systems, yours, and that which 
you pay me the compliment of calling mine ; 
but which, in fact, has for its author an un- 
rivalled legislator, in whose name | must ever 
speak of it, cannot be made subjects of a 
comparison strictly proper, and fully satis- 
factory; for, if not in all partiewlars radical- 
ly different, they are essentially distinct spe- 
cies of the same. genus, adapted to separate 
ends and purposes. A county power could 
not garrison the Cape of Good Hope, or car- 
ry on war in India, without first changing its 
nature and ruining half its members. Nei- 
ther could a standing army become alone an 
‘* efficient defence” of our country, without 
producing both national bankruptcy and 
slavery.. The revenues of the country could 
not maintain an army sufficient for our secu- 
ity against France; and it is self-evident 
that such an army anu liberty could not to- 


army to consist of only 200,000 men, upon 
which you found your calculation of 600,000). 
being the annual sum we should have to pay 
the parents of these men; but now, My 
Cobbett, Jet me,. in my turn, ask you, if 
“« you have. duly congidered” the demands of 
men. for all foreign services, before the 


getherexist—VI. You suppose the regular — 


zesidue became applicable to home defence? 


Where you shall have provided garrisons for 
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Hope; armies for Canada, New Branswick, 
| and all our West India {slands; other armies 
for our widely extended Asiatic dominions, 
and our Asiatic wars; others again dor 
Guernsey, Jersey, and IRELAND; besides 
** a disposeable force” tor Mediterranean or 
other expeditions; how many of your 
200,000 men will be left at home; and, 
afier making the necessary deduction for raw 
recruits, remain as our “ efficient defence ?’’ 
—After what you may read in the last ch 
ter of the ADgis, I apprehend it must be eVi- 
dent, that your army, after all deductions, 
could not become an ‘ efficient defence” to 
our Island, unless you were to add to it 
many hundred thousand men more. And 
this, on the scale of our population, in the 
real scarcity which I take it there is of the 
animal, man, in the recruiting market for 
any such demands, aad under the pressure 
of our pecuniary difficulties, could not be 
effected whhout rending asunder the very 
texture of society, and Jeaving us nothing to 
preserve.—VII. By an attention to the word- 
ing and nature of your 6th question, you must 
perceive the difficulty of answering it, When 
a noble Duke offers a specific, detailed plan, 
for defending the country with 500,000 
well organized militia, and about 30,000 re- 
gulars, there is distinct matter of investiga~ 
tion, According to my own judgment I 
have shewn that even this force, is not half 
the force we ought to have; and, really not 
adequate to our defence against the attacks 
we may expect; and that @ reliance upon it 
would be ‘extremely likely to invite invasion, 
and expose us to the horrors and incalculable 
mischiefs of having England the seat of a 
Lloody war. I am aware that at first sight 
I may be thought in an error: bnt I feel 
perfectly satisfied of having established my 
point. It took up, however, thirty-eight 
pages of my book, a book pretty close print~ 
ed, to go through the argument.—But your 
question, referring to your admirable, plan of 
military reform, and only “‘ supposing the 
army to consist of 200,000 men,” without a 
word of any co-operating force, merely asks, 
* if I do not think that some such plan 
* would be likely to render the defence of 
** the country efficient, without endanger- 
“* ing the liberties of the people, or the 
“ constitutional prerogatives of the crown ?" 
How am ‘I to shape any thing Jike a direct 
answer to such a question ?—Speaking-of the 
system of, Alfred, detailed and illustrated 


-me in the JPgis, you observe that “*T do ni 


“« grclude the establishment of a regular 
«© military force.” ‘Now, if, by the very 
handsome terms in which you have spoken 
of may efforts, coupled with.yeur silence on 
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‘a county power co-operating with your regu- 
‘Jers, you, on the other hand, mean [ should 


‘take such co-dperation for granted, then, ims; 
that case, supposing such county power. to’ 


be what it ought to be, no doubt in my opi- 
hion could be entertained on the sufficiency 
of our powers of defence; nox of the secu- 
‘rity'to liberty or to the constitutional prero- 
gatives of the crown.——VIIL. Itis equally 
difficult to frame a clear and concise answer 
to your 7th question, It is assumed, but 
without a specific and accurate foundation 
‘tor the assumption, that your plan would, as 
indeed, with proper accompaniments I agree 
it would, ** give strength to civil liberty at 
*« the’ same time that it increased military 
** power,” and then you ask if it would 
““ uot be more likely to be attended with 
“© immediate effect, than the plan which I 
-*€ have proposed?” By the alternative in this 
question, 1 am’ expécted of course to give a 
preference to one ot the plans, to the erclu- 
sion of the other. Jam also supposed to 
know that which I do not Khow: namely, 
the present effective strength of the regular 
ariny dat home, ‘for on that must very much 
turn the ‘* immediate effect” of your plan.-— 
Now, admitting, as Ido, the propriety of 
always keeping upon the whole stich a regu- 
Jar ariny, as shall be sufficient to support the 
rotation and supply of all necessary foreign 
services, 1 see no occasion for excluding the 





proper proportion which, for those purposes, 


must be in readiness at home, from being 
reckoned upon in a plan of defence. Nay, 
if the home army were now much greater 
than such a proportion, I would not propose 
at this moment its reduction ;' nor until the 
military branch of the constitution were re- 
stored to health and vigour. Here, the 
plain and useful question I take to. be this: 
under which’ plah could our ‘present military 
strength, whatever it be, either in magnitude 
or in Gescription, be most rapidly and best 
augmented until it hecame @n ‘‘ efficient 
detence ?"--Now, I have already: shewn, on 
pecuniary, ‘political, and physical principles, 
‘that a reguler, and a hired army never can 
become such a defence. In addition to 
these, there is the moral principle, which 
_Tatist excite universal disgust, and probably 
open rebellion, should parliament resort to a 
direct conscription, and ‘* day its hand upon 
tie people,” in order ,to give “ immediate 
effect” toa plan of defence by a regular ar- 
my. means which you have justly, repro- 
bated — What remains, then, but that we 
adopt your excellent reformation of the ar- 
my, and-at the same tine restore the grand 





afd unrivalled system of Alfred, Here, al- | 


‘thotigh “* the legislature’ do snot“ dey its 





«© end upon the ‘people, by a levy, ites 


“* diate, personal, and compulsory,” to form 
ari ariny.of © mem who. are, at anymoment,. 


“« jiable tobe sent out, of the’ kingdom, ana 


** who, in’ all probability, anust »pass, or 
‘** ought to pass, more¢ham one half of their 
“« time, beyond the seas; yet, for liome 
defence, for the preservation of our laws and 


Jiberties, the consTiTUTION, in the very spi- 
‘rit of freedom, ‘* confidently, justly, ho- 


nourably, and wisely presumes every man a 
volunteer in such a cause; and, consequent- 
ly, it dictates only an organization -of the 
collective force, the means of rendering 
jit effective, and the regulations under which 
jt shall be exerted.” * Do you want “ im- 
mediate effect?” Here is tlte whole physical 
force of the nation, every human being able 
to bear arms, given by the constitution, 
by a feeling of common duty, and the high- 
est of moral‘principles, into the hand of the 
govérnment for the common defence. What 
would ye more ?-Out of the whole commu- 
nity of the English nation, cannot the war 
minister immediately draw forth twice, or 
thrice, or five times, or ten times, as many 
men as he ean possibly enlist for the regular 
army, and train them to arms, either in their 
parishes, or in quarters, or in camp, as exi- 
gency may require ? And what is to hinder 
a substantial, and early restoration of a gene- 
ral constitutional army, bearing for national 
‘defeuce, adequate to the public safety? 
Should the low-minded imbecillity question 
‘the practicability of a change in our condi- 
tion so grand, and so salutary, Mr. Wind- 
ham, I trust, can answer in the spirit of the 
English physician once sent for to preseribe 
toa King of. France, and who, when asked 
by the Parisian College, ** what is a fever! 
replied, ‘* It is a disease you can’t cure and 
f can.” {X. Perhaps your proposed ex- 
emptions of the-vetired soldiers from serving 
on juries, from officiating in civil and parish 
oftices, and from ani impress for public’mili- 
tary setvices, may deserve reconsideration. ‘To 
invest thera with invidious privileges, might 
counteract your intention of rendering them 
objetts of affection and respect-—The grand 
sentiment of making. ‘* the literties of Eng- 
dand,” in every battle; the sequel for the on- 





set, ought to make you as anxious as myself 


for the conyplete restoration of the* military 
system of Alfred. . It is nét merely because 
it is the best system’ of defence against 1)- 
vasion, that it ought to Be restored; but, be- 
cause itis also ah essential part of ourcoN- 
STITUTION ; because, arms-bearing Of the 
people must ever be essential to civil liberty; 
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and, because, jn the new order of things in - 
Europe, we have a mighty enemy, as sleep- 

less as the fabled dragon, that in peace as in 

war will ever * seek our subjugation.” It 

is by this restamping of the martial character 

of our ancestors, on our modern civil’ state, 

combined with your military reform, that 

you can alone hiave a complete solution of 

your question, “* How is the nation to be 

« rendered military ; military not in shew, 

«not in the abundance of red coats ; but mi- 

“« litary a spirit ?” Besides, looking to 

our finances, it is become a sacred duty to 

avoid all occasions of unnecessary expense ; 

looking to thé probability of Asiatic or other 

disasters; and lookinig to the possibility of 
European opportunities of desirable enter- 

prise; sound policy demands that you should 

be ever ready, not only to part with every 
disposeable soldier, but, to set up a standard 
of service, to which should instantly flock 
trom “ a military nation,” a powerful re- 
gular army. I remain, Sir, your obedient 
servant, ‘ Joun CARTWRIGHT. 








a 4 —" 





MILITARY PLAN. ° 
Str,——Having read with much satisfac- 
tion your general thoughts relative to the im- 
provement of the army, allow me to offer.a 


few remarks oa one or two particulars, . 


which you have mentioned in your plan, and 


on another which you. have unaccountably , 
omitted, —Your .idea of allowing a sum of . 


money yearly to~the parents of those who 
are at present in the service, or who here- 
after shall be enlisted, is, Ithink, most ex- | 
cellent; and, though 3 guineas may at first . 
sight appear trifling, yet when we consider 


that-itis in fact, upwards of one shilling per , 
week, and that one shilling and sixpence is | 


frequently the additional support granted by 
a parish to’a labouring family, the sum will 
not appear so-inconsiderable; even allowing 
one shilling and stxpence per week, the, 
number of persons claiming this bounty 
Would scareely raise it to 600,0001. per an- 
hum.—Your wish that the soldier should, on 
rctorning to his native home, after baving 
faithfully discharged his duty for aterm of, 
years, be entitled to some distinguished pri- 
vileges, appears most just and reasonable; _ 
'o their having the right of voting for a 
member of parliament, i should conceive vo 
ne can.object, but to that of killing game, I[ 
‘ear many will. On first reading that part 
0: your plan no objections presented them- 
scaves to me ; however, on talking the mat- 
ter ovek with. a friend, he suggest da reason , 
agai ° : ; ’ 

éa'nst its being adopted, which appears to 
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have some weight ; it is this; that, as game - 


throughout the’ country. is very scarce, and 
is becoming scarcer, every endeavour should 


be made to preserve it, in order to induce the © 


men of landed property to reside on their 
estates, wlio would not otherwise be inclined © 


to do.so. Perhaps you may think this angu-— 
ment insufficient to oyerbalance your's, aad, . 
if so, I shall be much obliged to you to en- * 


large a little on the subject in your nest — 
Number, as it is a measure I ang still strong- 

ly inclined to think favourably of.—Thoagh | 
like yourself J am an enemy to any compul-— 


sory measures for recruiting the army; yet, 


I greatly fear, that if your plan was put in 
practice, the immediate good effects would 
not be such as to add greatly to the strength 
of it. Iagree with you, that the sole consi- 
deration of the. men being taken for a term 
of years, and not for their whole lives, will 


produce a great, aud to some degree, an time | 


mediate change in favour of the recruiting ; 
but, we must recollect, that.in the minds of 


the lower classes, the prejudices against the | 


army are very powerful, that they are so 
strongly rooted as not to be overcome but by 
very slow degrees; and, though T think yeu 
have pointed out the means by which we 
may hope to profit hereafter, yet, as the 
exigencies of the times call loudly for an im- 
mediate efficient increase to the army, I do 
not see how that desirable end can be ob- 
tained, unless the ballot, in some mede or 
other, is still employed: because it is not at 
once thrown asyle, there is no good reason 
why it should not be dispensed with, when 
your plan or a similar one shall have had the 
effect of producing snch an alteration in the 
minds of the country péople, as to allow it 


to be done with advantage.—I am anxious 
a | , 
to add a few words on your opinion concern- - 


ing the non-increase of pay to men ho have 


served one or two terms, and on that of not” 


granting additional privileges to those who 
shal) have risen to be non-commissioned offi- 
cers before they quit the service. 
tive for not adding to their pay, seers to 
arise from your conviction that they have al- 


—z o ») 
ready sufficient for all their purposes, and, 


that more would, in fact, be a disadyantage 
to them; that is, that if they had more it 


would be spent at the alehouse ; but, with’ 
the general improvements of the army, why. 
spould we not look for an improveinent in, 
the conduct of the men, in this and other’ 
particulars ? that if is pogsible to britig’ men" 
to such perfection “by proper management, ' 


as that they will absiain from driniig ‘in 


and I will mention, in fayour of my grgu- 


Your mo- 


‘ 


, spite of strong temptation. ~ 1am comincéd,! .. 
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ment, a temarkable occurrence which a¢- 
tually took’ place. A regiment, consisting 
almost entifely of Trishmen, (who are not 
generally averse to drinking) was marched 
into a town in the West Indies; and, its inhia- 
bifants having abandoned it, the ram-cellars 
were all left open; and thongh the. soldicrs 
remained at perfect liberty during 48 hours, 
not a single man was intoxicated; and this 
was affecied by previous good discipline. I 
donot think, Mr. Cobbett, you argue quite 
fairly in saying, that ‘‘ promotion arises in 
many, if mot in all cases, from the cireum- 
stances of an advantageous figure, &c.”” But, 
aliowing that you do, I do not see why your 
arguments would not equally apply to giving 
them no greater pay than the privates, while 
serving, as to not granting to those who shall 
at the end of their term be found in the si- 
tuations of non-commissioned officers, ‘‘ pri- 
vilezes and immunities somewhat higher 
than those allotted to men who had never at- 
tained that rank,”—I come now to the last 
topic, viz, an increase of pay to the officers, 
which I was greatly surprised to find had no 
place in your plan. ‘The principal argument 
in favour of a Abéeral increase of pay to the 
officers, is simply this: it has not been 
raised since the reigu of Queen-Anne; can 
any more powerful reason be assigned? 
Can any other be acquired? I appeal, Mr. 
Cobbett, to your heart, which is javourably 
inclined towards the profession ; 1 appeal to 
the understanding of all capable 6f apprecia- 
ting the importance of the sdbjeet, whether 
they are not in Treason entitled to an addi- 
tional income ; whether the army can arise 
in the estimation of the country, while its 
officets are forced to exist on that which was 
only considered to be a suitable provision 
100 years ago! There are now many young 
men of education and family, who decline 
entering the army, merely because their 
friends are unable to furnish them an ade- 
quate allowance for their simple mainte- 
nauce; whilst those who have not received 
the advantage of a good education, fee] none 
of that necessary kind of pride; and are, 
therefore, unluckily not deterred from ofter- 
ing their services. Any one whois a judge 
of the human disposition, will be satisfied, 
that persens regarding themselves as objects 
of pity, will not be readily induced to evinca 
that kind of manly spirited conduct so essen- 


tial to the military character. That this is 
precisely the situation in which officers of 


-the army are at present placed, I will not 
say, but 1 do think, that by the lower orders, 
and, espéeially the érading part; the senti- 
ment entertained for Qiem is that cither of 
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pity or cottempt; pity excited by a conside- 
ration of their poverty, or contempt for ac 
tions to which that poverty impels them: 
the common kind of tradesmen are cautions 
of trusting an. officer with their goods, from 
the feat of not being paid, whilst those who 
have risen to dffluetice by theif trade, posi. 
tively talk of giving an ofticer of his Majesty's 
army a dinner as.anact of charity!!! Cay 
any thing be more humiliating, more shock. 
ingly degrading than this picture, which I do 
not think overcharged. From your having 
promiséd that if objections are made to your 
plan, you will communicate them to your 
readers, Lam led to hope that you will fa. 
vour me, by inserting the foregoing remarks. 
Iam particularly anxious to recommend the 
perusal of the /atter part to Col. Craufard, 
who voluntarily pledged himself to introduce 


the subject in the House of Commons, early _ 





I am, Sir, &c. &c. 


in the present session. 
| BeEtssnrivs. 
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Srr, Thinking, as I sineerely do, that 
your plan for raising an army is noble and 
excellent in its principles, and highly jadi- 
cidus in most of its detaits, I will take the 
liberty of stating the objections,which occur 
to me on two points. The great and lead- 
ing objeet pointed out by Blackstone, and all 
constitutional writers, well. stated by Paley, 
amd adopted as a motto by yourself, is to pre- 
serve in the minds of the soldiers the con- 
stant recollection that they are citizens, and 
to separate them as little as possible from the 
community, of which they farm a_ part. 
While, in pursuance of this object, you pro- 
pose (for the first time, I believe, but m iny 
opinion with equal jastice and good sense) 
that soldiers, as such, after serving for a cer- 
tain period, shall acquire a share in the legis- 
lature of their country, on what consistent 
principle are they to be excluded from its ju- 
dicial administration? >“ Exempted from 
serving on juries?” This exemption would 
be to deny them the noblest and most impor- 
tant privilege enjoyed by their countrymen ; 


‘the loss of which is so fat from being consi- 


dered by the law of England, asa matter of 
gain or honour, that it is a most prominent 
part of the punishment of- those who. are 
rendered infamous by ¢heir crimes, “‘ You 
have fought our battles, secured our inde- 
pendence, extended our renown : mn return, 
we will confer on you indeed a few flatter 
ing immunities, but cannot trust you with 
the lives, thé liberties, or, property of your 
peers.” -1s it in this language, or even 
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Janguage capable of this construction, that a 
grateful country should» address her defend- 
ets? No, Sir; the excellence of your plan 
consists in réndering the union between con- 
slitutional féelings and thé military spirit, 
strong and inseparable; and the former are 
proved by experience to be Kept alive, and 
cherished by no part of our political system, 
so much as the trial by jury.~My other ob- 
jection you have anticipated, but not, I 
hink, removed. ‘The omission of a provi- 
sion for the wives and families of soldiers is 
justified, because ‘* such provision would 
operaté as a premium for marriage and po- 
pulation, than which nothing-can be mere 
contrary to all sound principles of political 
economy.’ Here is an allusion to the work 
of Mr. Malthus, which has afforded us so 
much instruction and delight. Of that work, 
I think the principle, or rather, I should call 
it, the /eading fact, is ably and fully proved ; 
nor can any thing be more ingenious or acute 
than the manner in which it is traced in all 
its curious varieties through the different 
eountties of the world. Population has a 
natural tendency to outgrow the means of 
sustenance ; when it does outgrow them, it 
produces great evils; instead, therefore, of 
promoting and extending population, our 


study ought to be to limit and confine it | 


within proper bounds. All this is granted. 
But then follows another inference, yiz. that 
itis, therefore, proper to throw. discourage- 
ments and inrypediments in the wavy of mar- 
ruge. This-deduction I, with the greatest 
dithdence, presume to question : I will even 
venture to throw out for consideration, whe- 
ther in this couritry, and in our state of man- 
ners, Marriage i$ not rather a check than anh 
encouragement to pepulation. Let us re- 
member, that here the alternative is not as 
in Norway and Siberia, between mairiage 
and chastity, but.between marriage and ji- 
bertinism ; and that, while thé married pair 
do Hot add to population once a twelve- 
month, the roving husband of many wives 
may produce even a daily increase. The al- 
ternative is not between’ numbers born in 
wedlock, to consume the fruits of the earth, 
and a total stagnation of births in conse- 
quence of celibacy, but between the lawful 
sue of martiage, the joy, the pride, and 
support Of theif families, for whose existence 
and comfort, industry and frugality may 
make natrow means sufficient, the dissi- 


pated, and perhaps, more numérons‘oftsprin 

of licentigns: an dtieenice, the’ roptoach and 
shanie of their parents, ‘the outeasts of the 
World, its plunderers and victims. J cannot 
Sue blance between the Foundling 
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and Chelséa Hospitals; children must be 
born, but need not be born bastards; the 
one charity therefore, provides for an event 
which will inevitably happen, while. the 
other holds out a premium for its being 
brought about in a manner injurious to the 
morals and interests. of society. Nay, one 
might go farther ; for, if the Foundling has 
any considerable inflaence in promoting an 
illicit commerce, by preparing a muaintes 
nance for illegitimate childten, it may be- 
come necessary to counteract that effect by 
opening a similar provision to such as are 
born in wedlock. ‘The éase of the soldier, 
however, stands quite clear of these abstract 
speculations: his demand is irresistible, 
when he calls on the justice of his country 
to contribute to the support of that fanvily, 
which his own engagement in the publie 
service prevents him from maintaining. 
With regard to the policy of permitting sol- 
diers to marry, keep still in view your lead- 
ing principle, and consider what tics can 
bind a man so strongly to the mass of the 
people, as a wife and children, born, bred, 
and living among them, and connecting him 
by a thousand endearing affinities to all the 
other orders of the community. In a plan 
for creating a military spirit by the operation 
of men’s feelings, do not neglect the best 
and strongest which sway the human heart, 
the conjugal and parental; these can receive 
their proper gratification from marriage 
alone; the former is wasted in a vicious in- 
tercourse between the sexes, and the latter 
baffled and mortified by an undistinguished, 
profligate, and unlawful progeny. By as- 
sisting the wives and children of the military, 
by supporting their widows and orphans, ihe 
state will acquire the strongest hold oa their 
gratitude and affection, and remove (what 
must often sink the spirits and unnerve the 
arm of the brave in theday of battle) the pain- 
ful dread of leaving the objects of their ten- 
derest care exposed to misery: and want, to 
infamy or starvation. —The exact sum ‘which 
it might be fit to appropriate to this purpose, 
the terms on which the distributfon should 
be made, the circumstances by which va- 
ried, with other considerations of the same 
nature, must be deferred to some other oc- 
casion.———-I_ remain, Sir, your most obe- 
A Constant Reavir.— 
Edgworth, March 27. ; 
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: MILITARY PLAN. 
Stx,——I have been induced to trouble, 
you with this lettey, having perused. pow. 
plan for the defence of the country in your 
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last Number. I think it excellent, as far as 
it goes ; but it does not go far enough. I 
differ with you essentially in your first prin- 
ciple ; viz. that there ought to be only one 
sort of army. In my opinion, on the con- 
trary, no plan can be eligible, which does not 
embrace the whole physical strength of the 
country; and, in some shape or other, raise 
every atm in its defence —Whoever consi- 
ders the respective positions of France and 
England, must perceive, that the former is 
necessarily a military power ; that her poli- 
tical influence depends upon the number of 
her regular troops, and her military disci- 
pline; it is far otherwise with England; her 
power and influence are derived from far 
other sources. Her insular situation ; her 
navy, her trade, manufactures, and colonies; 
and the independent and enterprising spirit 
and industry of her inhabitants. France has 
her weapons. We have ours. David did 
not go forth to meet the giant with a sword 
and a spear; but he slew him with a sling 
and a stone. I shall not trouble you, Sir, 
with any more preliminary observations, but 
immediately proceed to give you a sketch of 
my plan, m which I shall be as brief as pos- 
sible. And, first, I shall lay down three ge- 
neral principles. Ist. That the officers of 
every description of military force, be ap- 





pointed by the King.—2dly. That no sub- , 
ject be compellable to military service, ex-, 
cept in Cefence of his native country.—3di."j 


That, in case of invasion, the person of every 
subject be at the King’s disposal_—I believe 
these principles are acknowledged by, and 
ate in strict conformity to the British con- 
stitution. —I shall now proceed to enume- 
rate the different descriptions of force, to be 
employed in the national defence.—ist. The 
regular army, constituted according to Mr. 
Cobbett’s plan.—2dly. The militia, ballotied 
for in the usual manner, and mutually trans- 
ferable into the three United Kingdoms.— 
Sdly. The supplementary militia,» equal in 
number to the embodied militia, to be train- 
ed one month in évery year, in their own 
gounty, by°a detachment of officers and 
non-commissioned officers from the county 
regiment; to be liable to be called out, only 
in case Of invasion. The raén not to be ex- 
empt from the ballot for the embodied mili- 
tia. T‘should imagine it would be scarcely 
necessary to clothe these men for the single 
month, and unless they’siquld be called oat. 
Thus, this supplementary militia would fur- 
nisl government with a tangible force, in 
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case of invasion, at a most trifling expense — 
4thly. The volunteers, without pay and 
without exemption, except from the dril] of 
the Levy-en-Masse, hereafter mentioned, 
clothing to be furnished by themselves; to 
be upon a cheap plan, and of the same pat- 
tern, throughout the United Kingdoms; 
Government to supply the arms and aecoutre- 
ments, to be kept in order by the volunteers 
themselves ; to be formed into companies, 
regimens, and brigades; each regiment to 
assemble twice ayear, and to act in brigade 
as often.—It is iitended, under these regula- 
tions to form the volunteers into a sor 
of parochial militia, to consist of a descrip- 
tionof men, whose oceupations would pre- 
vent them from becoming. regular soldiers, 
but whom it would be. highly essential to 
arm.—5thly. The Levy-en-Masse, to con- 
sist of every male in the kingdom from the 
age of fifteen to fifty, who does not belong 
to any of the before-mentioned descriptions 
of military force ; to be trained by serjeant- 
majors, under the command of the deputy 
lieutenants of the respective counties. ‘These 
serjeant-majorships might be so many ho- 
nourable rewards, for the soldiers of the re- 
gular army, who have completed their fif- 
teen years’ service with credit and reputa- 
tion, The drill of the Levy-en-Masse to be 
appointed with asliitie deduetion as possible 
from the labour-and mdtistry of the country. 
Sanday mornings, and summer evenings, 
would be quite sufficient; and, indeed, the 
trouble would lessen every day; for, in a 
short time, every man would be capable oi 
instructing his neighbour, The Levy-én- 
Masse to be divided into classes ; and, in case 
of necessity, to be armed with pikes and 
short swords. Every parisli-church in the 
kingdom might form’ a depét of such arms, 
for the use of the whole pepulatioa.——y_ 
adopting the.dbove plan, Mr. Cobbett, we 
should become (if I may be alidwed the dis- 
tinction) not a military but am armed na~ 
tion ; which, considering the vast power ot 
the ehemy, it bchoves us‘ to be. It would 
moreover, Sir, further your own views ; fT, 
by infusing a military spirit into the peop:e, 
and giving every mab a military education, 
sufficient to enable hign to. act asa private 
soldier, togethér with those encouragenicn" 
held out in the plan proposed in your last 
Register, you would inevitably fill the rans 
of your regular army =I haye the honour 
tobe, Sir, your Tt 
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